English World Literature
Oedipus the King Letter Writing Assignment
Work in groups of four or five, with one member of each group as one of the following characters:  Oedipus, Jocasta, Creon,  and Teiresias.
After reading Part I:
1. As a group, analyze each character, determining his or her point of view on the problem facing Thebes at the end of Part I and the tone each character would use in responding to each of the others.
2. Then, determine what each character takes and believes to be the “truth” at this point in the play.
3. Assign roles within your group to fill the following roles: Oedipus, Jocasta, Creon, Teiresias, the Chorus (use this role only if there are five people in your group; this “character” would represent the Theban people).
4. In the character of the role you have chosen, write a letter to another character in your group.  Each character should receive a letter, with no member of the group receiving two letters. 
5. Your letter should express your character’s perspective on “the truth” of the play at the end of Part I.  Write the letter in first person, following standard personal-letter format.  Your letter should be approximately one page.
6. After you have edited your letter for spelling, grammar, and coherence, deliver your letter.
After reading Part II:
7. [bookmark: _Hlt444237288]Still in character, answer the letter written to you at the end of Part I, responding to what you have learned at the end of Part II.  What errors in judgment have you made?  What errors in judgment has the other person made?  What resolution can you wish for or bring about given what you now know?
8. Turn in both letters—the one you received and your answer to it.
